
HOW TO MAINTAIN YOUR HEAT 
EXCHANGER COOLING SYSTEM 

Regular maintenance ensures equipment is in good working condition and helps prevent emergency 
repairs. The cost of cleaning a heat exchanger and strainers is small compared to the cost of lost 
production or an unscheduled shutdown. 

When the exchanger doesn’t achieve the correct engine temperatures for cooling, it’s time to clean 
your heat exchanger 

We recommend doing a visual inspection of the heat exchanger and strainer daily and checking for 
leaks. 

 

Annual Inspection of the Heat Exchanger 
• Remove both sides covers 
• Remove the old gasket 
• Clean the sealing surface until it is free of foreign matter such as dirt, grease, or other 

contaminants. 
• Remove the Zinc inspect and replace it if needed. 
• Check the new gasket and remove rubber residual before re-attaching the new gasket. 
• Re-assemble all components. 
• Pressure tests the heat exchanger 
• Check for leaks. 

 

 

Cleaning the strainer 
Opening and cleaning the seawater strainer begins with closing the associated seacock. Closing and 
opening the seacock also performs the important task of exercising the valve to assure it can always 
be closed when needed. Inspection for leaks around the through-hull installation can also be made at 
the same time.  

With the seacock valve closed, open the seawater strainer housing to access the strainer basket. 
Some strainers require a wrench to open, be sure to keep these easily accessible.  

The strainer basket should lift straight out to allow for cleaning. The strainer basket catches debris, 
but sediment will collect in the bottom of the basket and housing, make sure all are thoroughly cleaned 
as well as the inspection glass at the top if you have one. 



Dry and clean the sea strainer housing thoroughly so it can be inspected inside and out for damage 
or deterioration. 

The strainer housings should have a STRAINER creating a watertight seal at the lid. Inspect and 
replace STRAINER PARTS as needed to prevent leaks to the lid. 

Depending on the system you have, the strainer may have a hinged lid. If this is the case, while the 
strainer is open, inspect the hinges, studs, and locking nuts for corrosion or weakness.  

That’s it! Now assemble in reverse and check for leaks.  

Remember to open the seacock before starting the engine and ensure you have water flow through 
the strainer while the engine is running. Never start the engine with the seacock valve closed! 
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